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New and Old Bond Street struck the sightseer as

wide and noble, lined by stately mansions of the nobility
and gentry, or the scarcely less handsome shops, where
wealth, elegance, and fashion is exhibited on every side,
and where the individual may not only walk in safety,
but have his eye delighted by the grandeur of every sur-
rounding scene.

Here were situated most of the establishments entitled
to cany the Royal Arms, as a sign that they were
patronized by the Queen and the Royal Family.

Piccadilly was not renowned for the size and import-
ance of its shops, though Fortnum and Mason's had
been established there since the time of Queen Anne.
At the bottom of Coventry Street (No. 16), facing the
Haymarket, stood the London Cloth Establishment of
W. P. and E. Dudden, claiming to be " Par excellence
the Waistcoating Establishment of the Metropolis." In
King Street, Borough, Southwark, Thomas Lilley was
energetically carrying on the manufacture and retail
distribution of footwear at the business he had founded
in 1835, but had not yet opened a shop in the West
End. At Commerce House, Knightsbridge, a smallish
drapery business founded about 1:820 by a Mr Harvey
was taking advantage of a growing suburban trade;
and in another suburb farther north, at 53 Lisson
Grove, Paddington, Spencer, Turner, and Boldero's
were carrying on the drapery shop started under the
name of Spencer and Hall about 1840.

In addition to these shops there were certain retail
establishments of a distinctive character resembling
general stores, but run on the principle of a market or
bazaar. They consisted of a large central hall with or
without galleries and upper floors, housing stalls or